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tics from tolls within the shire.   It is impossible to argue from
the privileges of the city of London to those of the provincial
towns ;   and in the scarcity and uncertainty of the early
charters there are many serious hindrances to any generaliza-
tion.   Amongst the rights claimed by London at this date, are
those of electing its own sheriff, of exemption from external
judicature, freedom from several specified imposts, and protec-
tion for the lands and rights of the citizens, who were entitled
to the benefit  of  their local  customary law,  even if they
appealed to the king's court.   London, however, can never
have been regarded as a town in demesne ; and its privileges,
vested in the powerful burghers of the free city, served as a
model for those which were gradually emancipated.    Under
Henry II we trace an increase in the privileges recognized or
granted by charter :  the king confirms the liberties enjoyed
during the reigns of Edward, William, and Henry 11; by special
privilege the villein who has stayed a year and a day in a char-
tered town unclaimed is freed in perpetuity, or the towns are
exempted from the jurisdiction of the sheriff or king's officer.
It is only by fine that they obtain now and then the right to
elect their own officers.     This and other rights scarcely less
important are occasionally granted in the charters of Richard,
and. commonly in those of John, which seem to recognize in
the borough a modified corporate character but little short of
the later idea of incorporation.   The charter of John to Dun-
wich is especially full;   bestowing the character of a free
borough, enumerating the rights, such as sac and soc, in which
the burghers enter into the possession of the status before
belonging to the lord of the franchise ; the ferm of their town ;
immunity from  all  jurisdiction  except  that  of  the king's
justices ; the right to appear before the justices, if summoned,
by representation of twelve lawful men, and of being assessed

1 It should, however, be noticed that Henry II much reduced his
grandfather's concessions to London (Round, G. de Mandcville>
pp. 367-9)-